
Old Fashioned Flowers a talk by David Standing

A full house was in attendance on the afternoon of 24th February to hear our first speaker of 2018 
David Standing tell of his mission to plant out the gardens to the Gilbert White house with species 
common to the period 1751 to 1771 when White was resident at “The Wakes”.

The Reverend Gilbert White is famous in three ways, as author of one of the most published and 
popular books in the English language, as a pioneering naturalist who hugely influenced the 
development of the science of natural history, and as a gardener. 

The gardens at the rear cover 30 acres of ancient parkland and gardens. Gilbert White was an 
experimental, keen and enthusiastic gardener who had kept a comprehensive diary record for his 
time at the house, which David studied together with household accounts, journals and 
correspondence. However finding nurseries and seed suppliers still cultivating these old varieties 
was no easy task including the added difficulty of subsequent name changes.

Nothing could be achieved overnight so the garden was regenerated in stages with plants on a trial 
and error basis to get as close to the initial garden as possible. Many of the plants appear to this day 
in our gardens but subsequent hybridisation has changed their appearance significantly. 

Little has changed in the spring gardens from the 16th century to today: Cyclamen,  Dracunculus 
vulgaris (dragon arum), Eranthis (winter aconite), Fritillaria meleagris (snakes head), Galanthus 
nivalis (snowdrops), Hyacinthus orientailis, Primula vulgaris also auricula and elatior, Tulipa (early 
single),Viola odorata (sweet violet), Viscaria oculata (red German catchfly).
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The summer garden display included Balsam (Impatients), Amaranthus (love lies bleeding), Althaea
(Hollyhock), Calendula (marigold), Campanula (Canterbury bell – chimney bellflower), Centaurea 
(cornflower) Convolvulus (morning glory), Dianthus caryophyllus (pinks), Digitalis (foxgloves).

Echium vulgare (vipers bugloss), Helianthus (sunflower), Heliotrope, Iris foetidissima (stinking 
iris), Iris Florentina, Kniphofia (red hot poker), Lathyrus (sweet pea Painted Lady), Lavatera 
(mallow), Lychnis chalcedonica (Maltese cross flower) Nemesia (toothed aloha), Nigella (love in a 
mist), Rosa gallica (apothecary's rose), Rosa Alba Maxima, Rosa Mundi, Scabiosa (pincushion 
flower), Triodanis perfoliata (Venus looking glass), Vinca major (Periwinkle).

Evenings were enlightened with Kirabilis jalapa (four o'clock flower), Mirabilis jalapa (marvel of 
Peru) and Oenothera (evening primrose).

The autumn garden included: Crocus speciosus (autumn crocus), annual Chrysanthemum (crown 
daisy), Kochia scoparia (burning bush), Lunaria annua (honesty)

Climbers included Lonicera sempervirens (honeysuckle),  Hedera helix (common ivy).

David advised that since the growth in the internet hunting down old varieties had become more 
easy and gave B & T World Seeds and Chilton Seed Company as example of the many suppliers 
plying for your custom.

Some of the old varieties are more temperamental in setting seed requiring amongst other things,  
stratifying, soaking, storage in the refrigerator for 6 weeks before sowing and soil heating.

In answer to a question on moving and splitting Galanthus nivalis (snowdrops), David advised the 
best time was when they were in bloom and to be aware they grow deep so dig down. Break apart 
the big clumps into smaller sections and replant in the new locations at their original depth then 
water in. Generally they carry on blooming as if undisturbed. Gilbert White's garden holds a 
snowdrop weekend and in 2018 it is over the 17th and 18th February.
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David brought our attention to the annual plant festival in June at Gilbert White's garden when 
visitors would see the completion of the new entrance, cafeteria and exhibition facilities.

At the close Chairman Bill gave a vote of thanks for the fascinating presentation.
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